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SERMON XII — i 
By JAMES M. SuSuEWG, D.D. mS - 
NEW-YORE. 


THE DUTY OF FAMILY WORSHIP. 
1. Samvnt vi. 10 Then Dai ie os ili 


In thiifiGihef this great and good méapthough we thai meh to lasetiet, 
yet we find more to admire and love. Any one who'delights\to. suivey 
the developement of human worth; must be pleased to follow him in his 
gradual rise fromthe shepherd’s staff to the sceptte of empire. 

abn mee pratt Seon army teem cme 
he was the acknowledged king over. both: 





hold—He offered up prayer, as a husband and a father, in the midstof hia 


family. With this illustrious e us,Jour present object will be, 
TO'RECOMMEND AND ENFORCE or Famity Worsnir. 

Perhaps there are few subj to be treated with more plain- 
nv ters ht PF et ly Jo own welfare, but the 
pos pee pearl a through many generations, 
may be considered as intimately ‘with your attention to this duty. 

ot worsigging God nthe , that when I urge the duty 

' ‘do not mean, simply, asking a blessing 
pe saree @ grieved and surprised to know that any 
ohe before me needs | Wee Mislcens ss cy ealbactae 


occasionally comes into d’s house, should live in such open and avowed 
forgetfulness of God, as to sit down several times daily, at the table of His 
bounty, without once acknowledging the hand that feeds every living thing. 
But, brethren, if you-know of any stich, to guard you against their exam- 
ple, consider that the word of God iéspecting them is, “Let their table 
beeome a snare before them ; and that which should have been for their 
welfnre. Jet it become a trap.” No: when'l speak of the duty of worshipping 
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God in the family, I mean, assembling them together, and as the first em- 
ployment in the morning, and the last in the evening, unitedly reading « 


pirat wi ds seabed ea iumaee ‘(With this 
"explanation; let me now invite yodr aftention, 


oo a 


_ 


L To Tux opLicaTions enjoining this service ; 


If, To Tur apvaxraces resulting from it. 


- First ; The onticattons to family worship. There are certain duties of 
religion resulting so plainly from the relations we bear to each other, and to 
our Maker, that they are perhaps’not made the subject of express com- 
mandment. But these duties are often among the most sober and essential 
parts of Christian obedience: and we find our warrant for them, and our 
obligation to them, in their manifest connexion with God’s glory and our 
own weliif’; in the richest prosiiises of divine mercy; in the most fearful 
denunciations. of divine wrath; and im Scripture examples, recorded with 
Heaven’s approbation and praise. So is it with the duty of Family Wor- 
ship. Of all associations, the first in importance, as well as first in time, 
is that of the family. In proportion as its relative duties are well dis- 
charged, Churel: and State are safe and prosperous. These duties never 
will be discharged without the instrumentality of household devotion. But 
by uniting in daily prayer, members of a family may be made to realize that 
they have a common Father and-God, who is new their Witness, and will 
hereafter be their common. e. Indeed so important has this been con- 
sidered in every age, that the Heathen themselves had-their household 
Divinities—Gods, whom as families they worshipped, and to whom they 
daily looked for the blessings, which as families they needed. And if any 
parent living in a Christian land, and believing in the true God; and 
having children growing up around him, whom he has been instrumental in 

into being, and whose being he may be instrumental! in making a 
blessing or.a curse to themselves and the world; if such e parent, I say, 
ean habitually neglect the plain duty of leading his children in the worship 
of the one living and true God ;-—alas, the example is a most lamentable 
contrast to that of the Pagan, devoutly, though ignorantly, bowing with his 
family to an idol of wood or stone... Yes, brethren, the religion of nature, 
as well as the religion of the Bible, prémpts to family worship. There is not 
a feeling which belongs to us as fathers, which does not plead for this duty : 
—There is not a relation which we sustain, either to children or servants, 
but it speaks out, and enjoins—let there be an altar to Heaven, at which 
the father and head of the family may minister, and call down blessings on 
those around him. 

And while we find not only warrant, but arguments for this duty in every 
kind feeling of a father’s heart, whitch even the darkness of paganism can 
not destroy ; we at the same time find the Most High adverting to it in 
language. that may well alarm such as have neglected the duty. Says 
the inspired Prophet, Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen that know thee 
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‘the families that call nobjon thy name ; for they have eaten 
Sethe en ead eee 
" FIG je & 

i: Gedvert to history, foil ie lade dex eeigg ehgprtbain 
have been wise and holy men, who. have felt the importance of: this duty, 
and acted accordingly. Of Abraham we have xs God’s own testitnony, * I 
know him, that he will command his children, and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and j » that 
the Lerd may bring upon Abraham that which he hath ” 
Of Moses, the head and lawgiver of Israel, itassaid, “ He was fail 
all his house as‘a'servant)'for the testimony of:diebe things -whielt were 4p 
be spoken after.’’: Josliua declared his purpose, “ As forme: and: any 
house, we will serve the Lord.”” And Cornelius, the Roman centurion, | 
‘was chosen to receive the vision which issued in breaking down the wall of 
partition between God and the Gentile world, with this account of ‘his 
vharacter and family, “ One that fearedGod with all his house;whiel: gave 
much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.” 

We might itleo advert to’ profane history, and mention the namesof n 
Hale, a Walton, a Bacon, and others, famed afar for whatever is wise, and 
noble, and grand; and yet men who could: daily find time to retire from 
the service of their country, and the allurements of philosophy, and to join 
with their families, morning and evening, in the humble worship of God. 
Of such statesmen I could say, as did Sheba’s queen, of Solomen, + Happy 
are thy men, happy aréithese thy servants, which stand continually before 
thee, and hear thy wisdom.’ How pure and blissful the reign of happiness 
around them ; for their dwellings are houses of prayer! But, not to anti- 
cipate ourselves, let us next consider, 

Il. THe BENEFITS RESULTING FROM THE OBSERVANCE OF THIS DUTY. 

Among these I might name that peace of mind to the head of the family 
himself, which is the natural consequence of rightly discharging this duty. 
There is a weight of responsibility, which every reflecting husband, fiither 
and master, will feel deeply, when he considers himself the first and nearest 
earthly guardian of those around him; and which must fill ‘him -with the 
consciousness, that the Divine guidance and blessing are daily needed by 
himself and them. | Whether all or any of the children in whom his name 
Ee ee 

and disgrace, or to rise to happiness and honoar, depends on Heaven's 
gtidance. Whether all or any of them are to be swept into an 
‘grave, depends on Heaven's care. God alone sees the end from the be- 
ginning; and is able to avert every impending evil from them, and to 
turn them from every sin. And what parent has devoted his children to 
God, and daily united in commending his family to Heaven’s guidance and 
care, without feeling a peace of heart to spring from the duty, to whieh tho 
unworshipping father must be a stranger? Wherever business may call 
you, when you think of home, and of the dear immortals that dwell there, is 
it not an anchor of the soul, to be enabled to reflect, that.on the morning 
when you left them, you committed them to the care of Him, whose eye is 
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and whose eas is,open to every prayer? Orshould you leave 
thuts unblessed by devotion, and should sudden death or calamity come in 
among them ; would there be no keen anguish added to the smart of 
Heaven's stroke, when‘you should reflect that you'had rot even asked for 
Meaven’s protection? But the benefits of discharging this duty are not 
confined to the head of the family ; they are calculated to affect the head 
and the members equally. 

Family worship is an important meane of religious instruction. A por- 
tion, tliough it be small, of God’s word, read every day in the hearing of a 
family, willsoon make them, in some measure, acquainted with the contents 
of the Bible. It is by doiiag a little, and doing it frequently, with serious- 
ness, that our best acquirements are gained. And we may add, that this 
mode of gaining or giving religious knowledge, although in small portions, 
yet at frequent intervals, has the advantage of enabling us, if we will, te 
practice what we hear, and as we hear it. But further—. 

The discharge of this duty is one-most effectual means of promoting 
domestic union and peace. Every family is happy and prosperous about in 
proportion as each member is disposed to study and act for the good of the 
whole. But, in almost every household, there are eyes that do not see, and 
hearts that do not feel alike: and even when wisdom and regularity have 
done their utmost, there are often little untoward events between parents 
and children, between masters and servants, that may mar the happiness 
of all, if they are not wisely controlled, by a spirit of mutual good-will and 
forbearance. And by no other means can this spirit of union and kindness 
be so effectually secured as by due attendance on the family alter. Under 
the influence of the holy flame which burns upon it, the heart has often been 
softened into a forgetfulness of those little irritations, that, if allowed to 
remain, would ripen into explosions, separating not only servant from 
master, and master from servant, but perhaps brother from brother, and 
parent from child. How must confidence in a parent or master—how . 
mus@readiness to submit to his will and authority be produced and strength- 
ened in a child or servant, when permitted to bow down with him and 
unite in supplicating mercies from one common Father and Master in 
heaven: and how must his heart be guarded against every disposition to 
oppression, or unkindness when he kneels, and acknowledges their common 
tranagressions before God, and entreats a common forgiveness. It is im- 
possible but that union and peace should be the result of such oft-repeated 
scenes ; and he that will seek thus to consecrate his dwelling, as a temple of 
peace, will find it so; for the God of peace will be with him. 

Family worship is also a grand means of the growth of religion in the 
heart, and in the Church at large. It is not so extensively true, that families 
ate what the Church makes them, as that both Church and State are what 
families make them. Magistrates and ministers of religion were once 
children in a family ; and what they are to be as magistrates and ministers, 
is-often to be determined from what they have gathered from the parent to 
~ whese examples and precepts they may have at first looked. It is a most 
fatal mistake to imagine that the ordinances of the public sanctuary are 
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enough of themselves to train up children “ in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.” «The parent who is thus training them, will be sure té bring 
them to the sanctuary, that they may enjoy its ordinances.—But the seed 
lodged in the tender heart by the ministry of the sanctuary, must be watered 
and nurtured at home, or it will die; and what can water it so effectually as 
the father’s prayers, offered up for all, in their immediate presence ? 

' Religion is so essentially social in its nature, that if we are debarred, 
during the whole week, from those ordinances, in which heart may kindle 
heart, we experience a restlessness, and a decay, which the closet can not 
of itself remedy. Now it is between the devotions of the closet, and the 
public worship of the sanctuary, that God has ordained the worship of ‘the 
familty—in which all the ties of nature may unite to strengthen the principles 
of grace ; and thus new strength be added-daily to our love to God and to 
each other. And when I contemplate the spectacle of the master and the 
servant, the parent and the child, and perhaps too the aged grand-parent and 
the little prattlers, all bending reverently before the God of heaven to seek 
His favour; and when I know that this scene is repeated every morning 
before they scatter to the business of the day, and every evening before they 
retire to rest,—methinks there is something so holy and heavenly in all this, 
that it must exert a sanctifying influence on old and young who dwell’ in 
the happy family. Such a dwelling has in it the ark of the covenant: and 
The Lord will blese it and all that pertain to it, because of the ark of the 
Lord, The name of God is Honoured there, and His blessing will there | 
descond—a blessing on their basket and their store ; « blessing on their 
bodies and their souls; and it shall last from generation to genetation. 
They heve the promise, “Our sons shall be as plants grown up in their 
youth; our daughters as corner stones polished after the similitude of a 
palace.”” Such an house stands near to Heaven : On its lintel and the posts 
of its doors, is the sprinkled blood of the slain lamb ; and when angels of 
wrath are abroad in the land, they see the life-ensuring signal, and they pass 
by. Angels of light encompass that dwelling, when the darkness of night 
has covered it: and by night and by day, He who is the angels’ Lord and 
our Brother is there, ‘the Watchful Shepherd that never slumbets’ nor 
sleeps.”’ © that, for our city’s sake, our Church’s sake, our souls’ sake, 
our children’s sake, such a home might henceforth be the dwelling of every 
one here! 


And now, brethren, we affectionately ask, why is this duty not faithfully’ we 


performed by you all? What is your objection 1—what your excuset’” ’» 
I know I speak to some, who have found the worship of Géd in their’ 
families to be one of their most delightful enrployments ; and who are ‘no 
strangers to the benefits arising from it. But probably there are others 
present whose families have never been thus blessed.’ ‘To such fathers and 
heads of families I would now ee and ask, why te it so? what’ 
18 your excuse ? 

Chesiesy-nals poles Uy adap anti suitably and comfortably 
to diecharge the duty. To this I would reply, that every thing must Have 
a beginning ; anid if we never attempt any thing, until we feel’ niloquate 
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do it well, life from beginning to end would be one unbroken scene of idle- 
ness. We never know what we can do, till we try—and especially in duties 
of religion. The great fault generally is, that we do not venture far enough. 
In.every duty to which God’s authority invites us, we have God’s promise, 
that He himself will be our Helper, and will.carry us through. And when 
His providence places you at the head of a family, and his authority calls 
you to worship Him in the midst of it ; venture, trusting His promise to pour 
out upon you the spirit of grace and supplication ; and your heart will. be 
enlarged, and your mouth opened, as sure as there is power and grace in 
heaven. But, ‘we can not trust.’ Ah! this is the secret of all the worst fail- 
ings that ever overtake the Christian from the beginning to the end of hie 
course on earth. And as I know some do feel this want of ability deeply 
and painfully, let me suggest to them a remedy, or means of help. 

I am opposed to the use of forms in prayer when the individual can with 
eomfurt and enlargement address his Maker without them. But I am alto- 
gether in fayour of using them, rather than that the individual should either 
not pray at all, or pray with such embarrassment and feebleness, as both to 
destroy his own comfort, and the edification and profit of those around him. 
Now you all know there are some excellent forms of prayer, prepared by 
holy men, adapted also for use in families. These, I would say, it is the 
_ duty of every one to use, who can not conduct family devotion profitably 
without them. And he who will begin in this way, and will aim to gain 
strength, by using the proper diligence to store his mind with divine promises 
’ and petitions, from God’s word, will generally find himself, after a time, 
able to lay aside this aid, and to fulfil the duty, not only to his own joy, but 
to his own surprise. Most generally, the full heart will ultimately make 
the fluent tongue. But should a form, from whatever cause, be necessary 
to the last, let it he used to the last :—for “* it is accepted according to that 
which a man hath, and not according to that which he hath not.’’—And, 
granting this aid to all who need it, is there a father before me, who can 
any longer plead the want of ability to worship God im his family, as an 
excuse for omitting the duty? Oh, how many have spent hours in 
reading to their families from the light publications of the day ; who yet shrink 
from even reading a prayer in their presence ! 

By others the want of time is urged.—Their families are large—their 
business presses them—it is of such a nature that they can not control their 
hours. Thus. they plead that they have not time for a duty, which they 
confess to be all-important. On this point permit me to remark, that good 
people do sometimes err, in spending more time in the performance of this 
service than is wise or dutiful. We may be so long, as to become tedious in 
our prayers ; and whenever this is the case, it creates a weariness, especially 
in the minds of the young, that is too apt to end in disgust or aversion. But 
when we urge the duty of allowing no day, in ordinary circumstances, te 
pase by, without, as a family, spending tem, fifteen, or twenty minutes, in . 
the solemn worship of our Maker ; and when the objection made against it, 
is the want of time, we ask, Can men be serious, when they say 80? It.is 
not a little remarkable, that the iJlustrious men, whose names are on record 
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as most faithful in this duty, were occupied with callings, which might seem 
to furnish the best excuses for omitting it. Moses, bearing all the concerns 
of Israel’s host, on their march from Egypt, yet found time to be “ 
in all his house.”’—Joshua, a warrior, and, under his banner, leading Israel 
to the conquest of nation after nation, yet declares his purpose, “ As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’’—Or shall I name one of later 
day? A greater ornament of the bench, or a more laborious servant of 
his country, never sat as Judge, than was Sir Matthew Hale. And yet his 
family worship, morning and evening, was as regular as the rising and setting 
of the sun. And with the example of such men before us, who sustaineil 
the most important interests of States and nations,—shall we, whose duties 
scarce carry us beyond the immediate concerns of our own persons and 
families,—shall we say we have no time to worship God in our houses? 
Brethren, we shall never have time for any thing unless we choose to take 
it ; and we all could find time for this duty, if we had correct views of its 
importance, and were really desirous of peforming it. For, think but ® 
moment of your plea. No time! Brethren, I ask in God’s holy name, what 
becomes of your time? Spend all that your opportunities will allow you to 
spend in the pursuit of the world, and gather up its very fragments which 
you now throw to the winds, and you wil! have the time I ask for the worship 
of your Maker.—Save what you now spend in frivolous conversation, or in 
conversation worse than frivolous,—save what you now spend in ‘unwise and 
intemperate reproof of your families ; and spend that time, and that breath in 
praying for them and with them; and the sacred duty will be —— 
discharged. 

Perhaps, I may be told by euene; thine they hieo'n dldioront hinidelinabe 
they feel the ability and they would make the trial ; but they are opposed in their 
own families ; and to enforce attendance would create a discord; thet might 
defeat the great object of the duty itself. To this I reply, we do not know 
that it would create such discord, until we have tried it, and the duty is fairly 
introduced. And are we to omit the performance of a positive and import- 
ant duty, because of an apprehended evil, the followmg of which is at most 
uncertain, and rather improbable ; and at the worst far from @ natural result 
of the duty itself? But, apart from this, God has made you the head of 
your family ; and you are responsible to Him, for the rule of that family, in 
His fear. At the worst of peradventures then, you are bound to do your 
duty ;—you are not to resign your rule, because some child of disobedience 
chooses to dispute it. And if in any thing, you would resolutely maintain 
it, you should do so in serving God. And even should opposition be ever 
so fixed; be you determined and persevering ; and you will see that the most 
stout-hearted shall find that the arm of the Almighty is above them. 

But in this I am supposing and granting one of the greatest of extremes. 
No—I cannot believe, that there is before me one father, who is cursed 
with children, so lost to every thing kind. in the feelings of nature, so és- 
tranged from, and hostile to every thing good and pure in the worship of the 
true God—+o fixed in the seat of the scorner—as either rudely, or obstinately 
to oppose the wishes of a parent to pray with and for them ; to bring down’ 














Jaz THE NATIONAL PREACHER. [March 


from Heaven upon them, the blessings that may enrich them through life, 
and in eternity. Rather let me hope better things of the young around 
me ; and believe that they would feel the faithful performance of this duty, 
. &8.a new claim upon them for filial obedience and gratitude. . . 

And now let me for a moment entreat the young, who are yet under @ 
parent’s roof, where the family prayer is heard in its season, to reflect on the 
mercies that surround them, and the claims which lie upon them. Let no 
hour, no employment of your lives be accounted more precious than when 
you bend at the family altar. Come to it cheerfully and solemnly. Let 
no temptation of evening or morning make your place empty, when the holy 
offermg is'to be made. Be you there to add your coal to the flame, and 
have your share in the incense which goes up before God. Let the prayers 
of your ‘parents, put up for you, be embalmed in your memory. They will 
be.e cordial to your spirit, in the sad day when you shall turn away from 
their fresh grave, and think what a father and mother you have buried. 

‘be a treasure and a defence to you through life ; for, answered 
they will be, when God. shall: see most fit. Oh! of all the patrimonies that 
we should most desire, #0 meke us happy here and bhereafter—honouréd 
among men, and beloved in heaven ; it is the ardent and frequent prayer of 
a sainted father or mother, who, in childhood and youth, has led us to 
etener me UR Ca “WS a CERRO rene eercapere mR 
ha our portion. 

i Pasents end Heads of familia, 1et.me entrest you tot only to gurform this 
Qty teat. leo 'to.conshdee how youtperiomn'it Let it. be done in such a 
way, and with such a spirit, as will show that you value it. When you 
undertake it, let your worldly cares and concerns be so adjusted, your dwelling 
be Bo silent and peaceful, that but one sound shall be heard in it—the sound 
of true devotion. Let there be no temptations left to distract yourself, or 
others:---ehiow by your earnestness and devotedness, that your heart is in your 
work—that you feel yourself and your family to be before God, waiting for his 
hearing and his blessing. And when your worship is thus presented, see 
that your conduct threughout the day corresponds with it. Beware that no 
unholy deed or word should destroy the heavenly influence, which your de- 
votion may have spread around you ; and thus make your very duties rather 
8 stumbling-block and a reproach to religion, than its aid and ornament; 

Is there before me, the Head of a family who is yet young’? let me entreat 
him to begin this duty now. The longer you defer it, the more are you in 
danger of never beginning ; for the more will difficulties multiply. Or is 
' there before me the Head of a family, who is in matuge years, or old age, 
and whose house is not yet a house of prayer? let me say affectionately to 
such, you have not a moment to lose. Begin thienight. Should your first 
attempt be no more than reading a portion of God’s word, and bowing with 
your family merely to ask God’s protection till the morning ; begin this 
night. For to-morrow and to-motrow’s night are not yours. To-morrow’s 
dawn may find you in eternity, or on eternity’s dread brink! 
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SERMON XIV. 
Br ISAAC LEWIS, A. M. 
GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT. 


THE UNION OF BELIEVERS WITH CHRIST. 
Joun xv. 5.—I am the Vine, ye are the Branches, — 


1Wsisakd word plaiaby expen tdab tent, tsb ttiiitetidsovenh eiireaiaah vo 
the Lord Jesus Christ. They were spoken by him to his disciples; ind, 
through them, to his faithful followers in every subsequent age. To Him 
all true Christians are inseparably united. And, from this union, the 

their spiritual life, their growth in grace, their Christian character, afd their 
title to all the blessings of the new covenant. Sa prenac oboe wl Wey 
‘TO ILLUSTRATE THIS UNION OF BELTEVERS wirn CiRist. | 

That out denkinents on thin tnterening ulject’ may not ‘Ue misipped: 
Se ee aan bere 
nts of peteta Pi; tae Kouhi eatiati baSb om 


“Ts nog onto of mice , ure Hi 

Of this tr thn ‘lion Of tad chatéepeconih tale bathed, is 
Scriptures teach us, that ‘there are Three that bear record in ‘heaven,—the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are Oné.” The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are, in one sense, three : andYet * these 
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and ‘Mys- 
terious and incomprehensible as this doctrine of the Trinity is, we to 
receive it, because it is plainly and frequently taught in the Holy Scriptutes. 

Such can not be the union of Christ with his followers. ‘This would exalt 
Christians toa state of equality with the infinite Saviour, and clothe theta 
with the attributes of God : an idew too abeurd—too blasphemous43 be 
indulged for a single moment, © * 

It is not a union of person. ¢ 

Of this character is the union of Divine and homen nature inthe périon 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is God, possessing the Divine nature, with 
all its distinguishing and incommunicable attributes. He is Man, possessing 
@ human body and soul. These two natures constitite in him one person. 
He is, and will continue to be, “God end man in two distinct natures and 
one person for ever.’ 

The union of believers with Christ is not of this kind: That would en- 
tirely and for ever destroy the individuality of Christians. It would make 
but one person of Christ and all his disciples among all nations and in all 
ages of the world. The absurdity of such a doctrine appears et the first 
glance. Merely to state it, is to refute it. The ‘union of belidvers with 
Christ, then, is neither an esvential nor a personal union. 
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Having made these remarks to prevent misapprehension, I would now pro- 
‘ceed, in a plain Scriptural manner, to illustrate the real nature of this union. 

1. In the text and context, the union of believers with Christ is compared 
to the union of the branches with the pine, “1 am the vine, ye are ‘the 
branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit : for without me, ye can do nothing.” “ Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.” “If a man abide not in me, he is 
cast forth as.a branch, and is withered; and men gather thém, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned.” As the branches are united to 
the vine, and in consequence of that union, receive vegetable life and nour- 
ishthent ; so Christians are united to the Lord Jesus Christ, in such a manner 
a8 to receive from him epiritual life and heavenly nourishment. He is the 
vine—the source, whence they obtain the sanctifying influences of Divine 
grace. | By these influences they are enabled to bring forth the fruits. of 

iness,in their life.and conversation.' In order to abound in the fruits of 
holiness, they must abide in Christ—they must live near to him; feel their 
unceasing dependence upon him ; confide in his merits; and daily and de- 
voutly implore new communications of his Spirit. As well may they expect 
fruit from the branches, when separated from the vine, as look for increase 
of grace in their own hearts, while departing from Christ. If they do not 
abide in him, they are like dead branches which can produce no fruit; and 
which are fit only to be gathered into bundles, and cast into the fire. But 
if they abide in Christ, they are like living and vigorous branches, and will 
be, enabled to * bring forth much fruit.’’ 

:2. In the ipriptanm the anton of believers with Christ ia compared to the 
union of the various parts of an edifice with the foundation on which. they 
annerely post. 

Sli cion i Siechoen deandatnsosetennmenatignnannennatens 
a. sure foundation.” % ¥e. also, as lively. stones, are built up. a spiritual 
house.” .{* And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief-corner-stone ; in whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in-the Lord: in whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” As 
the different parts of a building are connected with each other, and all de- 
pend on the foundation for support and strength ; so the different members of 
the Church are connected with each other, and all depend on Christ for 
spiritual strength. Resting on him as their firm foundation, they constitute 
a spiritual house, an habitation of God by his Spirit. ‘ Other foundation 
can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

3. The union of believers with Christ is compared to the union of the 
human body with the head. 

** For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members 
of that one body, being many, are one body ; so also is Christ ; who is head 
ever all things to the Church, which is his body.” ** Now ye are the body 
of Christ, and members in particular.”” ‘ Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ ? We are members of his body, of his flesh, and of 
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his bones.”” As the various members of the human body are united to the 
head—are under its influence—and partake of the same sustenance : ‘so true 
believers are united to Christ as their head ; are under the influence of ‘his 
Spirit ; are supported by rich communications of his grace ; and are members 
of his mystical body. 

' 4. This union is compared aenvalihafiptes nee 
constituted between husband and wife: 

“The husband is the head of the wife, even es Christ isthe headiof the 
Church: and he is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as the Church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave 
himself for it ; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 


‘by the word, that he might present. it to himself. « glorious Church, 1iot 


having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should’ be holy and 
without blemish. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh :-—this is 
&@ great mystery ; but I speak concerning Christ and the-Church.” As the 
wife is, by the marriage covenant, united to her husband ; as, in some 
respects, ** they are no more two, but one flesh ;’’ as they are interested in 
each other’s affections, in each other’s property, and in each other’s reputa- 
tion < so true believers, by the covenant of grace, are made one with Christ, 
the spiritual Bridegroom of the Church. By this union they begome in- 
terested in his affections, in his glory, and in all the blessings'of his kingdom. 

5. The union of believers with Christ comprises similarity of dispositions. 

The “same mind” is in Christians ** which was in Christ Jesus.’’ “ With 
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, they are changed 
into the game image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
Paul said to the Romans, “ Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, ifeo 
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.” And again, “If any man have 
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” If the same mind must he in 
us, that was in Christ Jesus ; if we must behold the glory of the:Lord, and 
be changed into his image from glory to glory, by the sanctifying influences 
of his Holy Spirit, in order to be Christians ; if the spirit of Christ must 
dwell in us, and we must possess the same temper of love to God, and be- 
nevolence to men, which he possessed, or be none of his; then true Chris- 
tians are united to Christ by similarity of disposition. 

In Christ, holiness is the great principle of moral action. ‘Bovis it, also, 
in Christians. This is evinced by the precious fruits of holiness which are 
visible in their conversation and conduct. To abandon the: love and prac- 
tice of sin; to exercise evangelical repentance ; to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and to render sincere and persevering obedience to the com- 
mandments of God ; are, evidently, effects of holiness. For “ the carnal 
mind is enmity against God ;, it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be.” * The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” Sinners can not be brought to the 
exercise of genuine repentance for. sin, living faith in Christ, and cordial: 
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obedience to the commands of God, without holiness in their hearts. Their 
hearts must be renewed and made holy, or they will remain impenitent, 
unbelieving, and disebedient, Hence Christ said to Nicodemus, “ Except 
@ man be born again, he cam not see the kingdom of God.” And Paul 
taught, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, that, “ without holiness, no man shall 
see the Lord.”” Christians, then, are “ bornagain.”” They are regenerated 
by the powerful operations of the Holy Ghost. They are made holy in 
heart and life. Their holiness is perfectly similar in its nature, though vastly 
inferior in degree, to the holiness of Christ. Being conformed to the moral 
image of Christ ; being holy, in some measure, as he is holy ; and having 
his Spirit dwelling in them ; they are actuated by the same principles, and, 
of course, are united to him in the disposition of their hearts. 

6. The union of believers with Christ implies a fraternal relation... Chris 
tians are united to Christ by adoption of the Father. 

By an act of God’s free and severeign grace, he has adopted all penitent 
and believing sinners into hie own family. ‘ For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they ase the sons of God. For ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of 4jod : and if children, then heirs : heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified together.” ‘ When the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts.” Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, 
that we should be called the sons of God.” “ As many as received Christ, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the willof man, but of God.” In these passages of Scripture we are 
dlearly taught that Christians are God’s adopted children. He is their 
Father, and Christ. is their Brother. In consequence of their adoption, 
Christ calls them his brethren. ‘ Go to my brethren, and say unto them, 


T ascend to my Father, and your Father, and to my God and your God.” 


“« Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in Heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother.’’ Christ and all true believers constitute 
but one family. Jehovah is their common God and Father. United to 
Christ by adoption, al} real Christians will share with him in. the glorious 
inheritance which God has previded for them in heaven—* an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.’ 
7. This union with Christ includes sameness of interests. 
Christ and believers have one and the same cause at heart. The mani- 
festation of God’s glory, and the salvation of perishing sinners, were the 
great objects which induced the Son of God to come down from heaven, 
sat totaled indo ealon with auilag agin? tans These were the 
objects which he constantly sought during his residence on the earth. These 
are now the principal objects of his purswit, while, enthroned in glory, he is 
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acting as the Advocate and Intercessor of his people. And these very 
objects are sought, with supreme solicitude, by all the humble and faithful 
disciples of Christ. They can not be true Christians who have not supreme 
regard to the glory of God ; and to whom the salvation of sinnere, and the 
interests of Christ’s spiritual kingdom are pot peculiarly precious. These 
sublime objects are exceedingly precious in the estimation of all consistent 
Christians. With fervent zeal, and with holy and increasing delight, they 
labour to advance the Redeamer's kingdes-to save guilty, end. periahing 
men—and to extend Jehovah’s glory. They love to exalt, and praise, and 
magnify the Lord their God, and to “ worship ot hie footstoal.”. As in 
heaven, among angels, and “ the spirits of just men made perfect”’—so 
among devout Christians on earth, there is joy over sinners who repent, and 
turn to God, and “‘ do works meet for repentance,’’ With “ joy unspeakable 
and full of glory,” they exult in the prosperity.of Zion. Their purest and 
highest happiness is like the happiness of Christ. Their beat friends are the 
friends of Christ. They have the same enemies to epcounter which Christ 
is successfully opposing. His interests and theirs, in every important re- 
spect, are the same. And, by these interests, he and they will for ever 
8. The union of believers with Christ is produced by mutual and solema 
It is proposed, by Christ, to sinners, in the precious invitations of the 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 1 am 
meek and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find rest unto your souls, For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” “ Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.’’ ‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved all the ends of the earth ; for 
I am God, and there is none else.” “ My oxen and my fatlings are killed; 
all things are ready ; come unto the marriage.” ‘ Whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely.”” ‘+ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.”’ In these invitations we are assured that the price 
of our redemption is paid ; that Divine Justice is satisfied ; and that a door 
is opened for the free and full exercise of mercy to al) repenting and be- 
lieving sinners. Here Christ makes a kind and gracious offer of himeelf, 
and of all the blessings of heaven, to sinners of every description. /“He 
promises that all who will repent of their sins, embrace him in the arms of 
faith and love, and render holy obedience to the Law and the Gospel, shall 
When sinners cordially submit to this plan of salvation—when they aban- 
don their iniquities, and exercise “ repentance towards God end faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” they accept and confirm the offered covenant. In this 
covenant; tires confirmed; theniaaigaiodee-Clsiet, ntorestodiés bin ange 
and entitled to all the benefits ‘of his mediation. 
Phe.union of believers with Chfist; which is produced by these covenast . 
transactions, is the basis of their title to the blessings of salvation. The 
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merits of Christ constitute the foundation of their acceptance with God. 
And they become interested in his merits by the “ faith that worketh by love, 
purifieth the heart, and overcometh the world”—the faith by which they 
tecept of his covetiant; All true believers;therefore, are united to Christ 
in the covenant of grace, and are personally interested in the “ exceeding 
“Brest and precious prontises” of the Gospel. Hence “ God can be just and 
yotithe Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus.” 

It appears thién, that the union of real Christians with Christ resembles, 

in some respects; the union of the branches with the vine—of the various 
parts of an edifice with the foundation—of the different members of the 
‘niman body with the head—and of the wife with her husband : and that all 
real Christians are inseparably united to Christ, by the holy disposition of 
‘their hearts; by the spirit of adoption ; a ee anaity 
mutual covenant engagements. 
"Prom thé#e-considerations we are led to reflect, 
aie 2 ] gibt ts benevolence end condescension of God, es exhibited 
ini the plan of redemption by Jesus Christ. 
* @eiity and hell-deserving as we are, he offers to us the pardon of our 
sing, and the salvation of our souls. He proposes to us an everlasting 
covenant of grace : a covenant by which all penitent and believing sinners 
are admitted to the most endearing and honourable relation to Christ, and, 
through him, to the infinite Jehovah. gee 

Should a child of infamy and wretchedness be adopted into a family of 
affluence and reputation, and be treated with the tenderness of an heir, all 
‘men would applaud the disinterested condescension of the benefactor. This, 
‘however, would be but a very faint representation of Jehovah’s condescen- 
sion, in admitting any of the human race into union with his beloved Son. 
In the supposed case, it would be only the condescension of one creature 
to another. But in the gracious act of God to believers, there is the con- 
descension of the Infinite Creator to guilty creatures. By an act of free 
and sovereign grace, he condescends to receive them into his own family, 
to eal them his children, and to treat them as heirs of his throne and king- 
dom. He exalts them to a covenant-union with his own Son—the King 
of glory—the Saviour of lerael. 

2. From this subject we may be assisted in deciding the momentous 
question, whether we are indeed Christians. 

We are not Christians unless we are inseparably united to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And if we are truly united to Christ, we possess and exercise the 
same holy dispositions of heart, which he exhibited while dwelling among 
men: we have the Spirit of adoption ; we are pursuing the same interests 
which he sought; we have abandoned the love and the practice of sin; w. 
have fled, for refuge, from the condemning sentence of Divine Law, to the 
hopé which is set before us in the Gospel ; we have accepted of the covenant 
of race, ahd solemnly and sincerely given away ourselves to Christ, 2s 
everlasting trophies of his redeeming love. © -If we are truly united to Christ, 
‘We possess and exercise that living faityin him, which includes, not only the 
agent of the understanding, but, also, a warm and hearty approbation of 
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with God. ue-metadapaaillity adiebes Gactertalioas 
that’ bectonlpidalpsieahe "ham, vhs lar eb epee cighaglact 
in this “ vale of tears ;” we ate daily imitating his geal for the glosy ofthis 
Father, his kindness and compassion towards men, his humility and/méek- 
ness, his patience and resignation: And,the.great and gloriousobjecta * 
which he so”zealously pursued while hete-below ; and to which. hesig.still « 
devoted in the Heaven of heavensy:willsevericall forth:our mostvigoraus 
and persevering exertions. Carefully examine your ownshearts, then, dear, 
and rest not contented, for a single moment, unti] you have clear 
idecisive. evidenge, that you are united to Christ in that + everlasting 
covenant” which: is:twell-ordered in all things and sured!) wo 6. 1): 
3. How exceedingly important init that hsiatans should walk worthy of 
their relation to Christ. wniiae) oi hoa 
s'Henwell dancin that the contig of eu serthip deletions pilitnoendip da 
considerable effect on our reputation. If they conduct well, we share in the 
honour which they justly acquire. But if their conduct be vicious,and \ 
infamous, we suffer by the ‘dishonour they bring upon 
the more nearly related they are to us, the more tenderly do we 
wound which their dishonour inflicts, =. 25): att a 
te Chinn wo mini nots hale walk with Gods 


which 80 eminently distinguished the life of our exalted Redeemer: them 
we reflect honour on Christ and his cause—we adorn the doctrines of the 
gospel—we produce living testimony to the superlative excellencenef the 
Christian religion. But when we contradict our. profession, by unballoweg, 
practice; when we are luke-warm, and careless, and inattentive to, the 
duties of practical piety; when we yield-to “ covetousness, which is 
idolatry,” and are manifestly more anxious to enjoy the riches, pleasures, 
and honours of this world,.than to secure an inheritance among saints and. 
angels in glory; when our lives are unholy, irreverent, prayerless, onim-_ 
moral ; then Christ is deeply.*+ wounded in the house. of his fri hie 
laws are violated ; his holy religion is dishonoured ; and sinners 
and plunged deeper in impenitence and unbelief, Wii 
Since, then, the visible glory of Christ; nud. 06: hinsennsni:degiliinaa’ 


” much oh; the conduct of his professed friends, and since we are admitte® to 
such intimate and honourable union with him ; surely we should exhibit tie 


fruits of holiness in our life and conversation. Weshould remember that we 
are clésely allied to a Being whose honour is infinitely sacred ; and that we 
have espoused the most important cause which ever calllad. for the entet- 
prise and exertion of intelligent creatures. For the honour of our Dj 
Master, then, as well as for the sake of our own precious 
souls of those around us, we should live in the daily and fai 
every Christian duty. We should: resolutely surmount every 
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things ‘which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
are before; we should “ “With boly and incraking 
ey 


Poy en tv ttt in wth Lend J Ci 
6 iniportance to all men. 

act essential. to salvation. They, who afe not united to 
no interest in his atonement. They are yet under the con- 
domning sentence of the Divine Law. In ao spiritual sense, they are 
“ wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” ‘They are 
“without Christ, being gliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and stran- 


condition of each one in this assembly who is not united to Christ. 
‘affgotionately, but faithfully, wag you of your danger. “While 
affections centre in the pleasures of sin, the riches of this world, or 
: ‘honour which co#lieth from man¥ and while you slight the honour and 
of a covenant union with Christ, you incessantly expose yourself 
' Seles ot Heaven 
' *, A@hrint is now offering you pardon and justification and eternal salvation. 
$e detdaling tho terme on which ieconciliation with God maybe ob- 
_, talined. " He is mercifully waiting for you to accept of those termayand to 
ré6eive his ridh and sovereign grace. By his own tremendous death he hat 
' p atonement for your sins. By the agony of his cross; by his resur- 
‘from the dead; by his ascension to glory ; by all the horrours of 
, and all the glories of Heaven, he now beseeches you to accept, 
His Covenants and be recoriciled to God. If you accept the offered 
grace, and faithfully consecrate your life to his service, he will receive 
‘You to Heaven, “ that where he is, there you may be also.” He will crown 
et glory and honour.” You shall dwell “ where is fulness of joy.”’ 
you reject Christ and his great salvation'you ‘must, inevitably, “ be 
with everlasting destruction frorh the presefive of the Lord, and 
. ‘Plory of his power.” For God is not a man that he should lie! 
And Q, retffember, too, that these benevolent intetpositions of the Holy 
Trinity, if thus rejected, must for ever aggravate your ruin ;—must become 
_»* @ eavotr of death unto death.” j 
' . "Be: persuaded, then, to view, with deep concern, your guilt and danger. 
‘Porsake the hard “ way of transgressors,” without a moment’s delay. “ Be- 
“hold, now is the accepted time ; behold now is the day of salvation.” ‘ To- 
aay, if you will hear bis voice, harden not your hearts.” To-day abandon 
sitfttnd the powers of darkness: bumble yourselves before God ; and, by the 
exercise of evangelical faith, cordially receive Christ as your 
Priest, and King ; and thus ratify, in your own souls, that ever- 
lasting covenant which he has sealed with blood. So shall you be ever- 
amin: se 
of the paradise of God. Amr. 





